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over-legislation which restricts the exchange of capital
and labour, come the evils of that over legislation which
provides for the community, by State-agency, benefits
which capital and labour should be left spontaneously to
provide. And it naturally though unfortunately happens,
that those who lean to the one kind of over-legislation,
lean also to the other kind. Men leading laborious lives,
relieved by little in the shape of enjoyment, give willing
ears to the doctrine that the State should provide them
with various positive advantages and gratifications. The
much-enduring poor cannot be expected to deal very criti-
cally with those who promise them gratis pleasures. As
a drowning man catches at a straw, so will one whose ex-
istence is burdensome catch at any thing, no matter how
unsubstantial, which holds out the slightest hope of a lit-
tle happiness. We must not, therefore, blame the work
ing-classes for being ready converts to socialistic schemes,
or to a belief in " the sovereign power of political ma-
chinery."

Not that the working-classes alone fall into these delu-
sions. Unfortunately they are countenanced, and have
been in part misled, by those above them. In Parliament
and out of Parliament, well-meaning men among the up-
per and middle ranks, have been active apostles of these
false doctrines. There has ever been, and still contin-
ues to be, very much law-making based on the assump-
tion, that it is the duty of the State, not simply to insure
each citizen fair play in the battle of life, but to help him
in fighting the battle of life; having previously taken
money from his or some one else's pocket to pay the cost
of doing this. And we cannot glance over the papers
without seeing how active are the agitations carried on
out of doors in furtherance of this policy, and how they
threaten to become daily more active. The doings of the
Chadwick-school furnish one set of illustrations. From